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Introduction 
The aim of this booklet is to help you explore the two main choices you have 

after Year 11. These are staying in education or starting an apprenticeship. 

Whether you intend to stay at Moseley, go to another school/college or 

become an apprentice, this booklet will help you make an informed decision 

about your options and choices. 

If you are looking for information about jobs, self-employment or voluntary 

work, check out the information on the school website: 

https://www.moseley.bham.sch.uk/careers-advice-and-guidance/ (then go 

to the “Jobs and Voluntary Work” section). 

	

Here’s what is included in this booklet: 

Options after Year 11 (pages 3-10) 
There are 8 activities to do. These help you to think about: 

• What to study. 

• Where to study.  

• Entry requirements. 

• Course levels. 

• How far you want to travel. 

Apprenticeships (pages 11-12) 
This section includes 2 activities to raise your awareness of apprenticeships 

and to help you explore apprenticeship options. 

1. Career planning and career ideas (pages 13-15) 
Use this section to explore career ideas and to create your own careers 

action plan. 

2. Careers advice for students (page 16) 
Use this section to check out how to get careers advice if you need further 

help. 

Remember, it’s your future, so make sure you plan it well! 
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Section 1: Options after Year 11 
	

Your main 2 options are further education and apprenticeships. 

Activity 1: Further education: what to study? 
Read the information below. Then watch the 2 videos and answer the 

questions. The first video is about A levels and the second one from Solihull 

College introduces you to the vocational qualifications they offer. 

The first decision you need to make is what to study.  
There are lots of different subjects and courses to choose from.  

Options include general qualifications and vocational qualifications. General 

qualifications include GCSEs and A levels. These qualifications prepare you 

for a range of different careers, rather than focusing on a specific job. 

Reasons for choosing A levels include being good at a subject, enjoying a 

subject and needing it for a future option/career. 

In contrast, vocational qualifications are work-related and can give you the 

skills needed for a broad area of work or train you for a specific job. Courses 

are usually practical and involve hands-on projects. Examples of vocational 

courses include engineering, childcare, hair & beauty, motor vehicle, health 

& social care and business (plus there are lots more!). 

A levels video:	
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=choosing+a+levels&&view=detail&

mid=0D46937C4A654913188D0D46937C4A654913188D&FORM=VRDGAR	

Solihull College video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7N0AIxhifPE  
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1. Which 2 A level subjects are usually needed for medicine (to be a 
doctor)? 

	
	
	

2. Is the following statement true or false? Facilitating A level subjects can 
keep university options open? 

 
 

3. Is the following statement true or false? Some universities prefer certain 
A levels. 

 
 
 

4. Some university degrees accept any A levels and the video gave some 
examples. Name 2 degree subjects that usually accept any A levels. 

 
  

5. The Solihull College video shows different vocational courses. Give 3 
examples of vocational courses shown (for example, animal care). 

6. Is the following statement true or false? Nearly all universities accept 
BTECs. 

 
	

Activity 2: Further education: what to study? 
Vocational qualifications: Watch the 2 short videos from Solihull College and 

then answer the questions below. 

Video 1:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W38dPi_nKfs&list=PLS9sczThOKf8su64_Fg

prcS-1zCYfuV5G&index=33&t=0s 

Video 2:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kqw_7A_Zioc&list=PLS9sczThOKf8su64_Fg

prcS-1zCYfuV5G&index=24&t=0s  
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1. When studying sport at this college, what topics do you learn about? 
 
 
 

2. What careers can the BTEC in health and social care lead to? 
 
 
 
You can find many more videos about vocational courses at Solihull College 
on their website: https://www.solihull.ac.uk/demographic/16-to-19/  
 
Another specialist vocational college is South & City College.  
 
You will find more information about other colleges in activities 3, 5, 7 and 8. 

Activity 3: Further education: where to study? 

Read the information below and then answer the questions that follow. 

Did you know? 

In 2019, 93% of Moseley School Year 11 leavers remained in education and 

the top 3 most popular destinations were: 

1. Moseley School and Sixth Form. 
2. Joseph Chamberlain College. 
3. South & City College. 

The second decision you need to make is where to study. For example, at 

Moseley, at another school that has a sixth form, a college or a specialist 

college. 

You may want to stay at Moseley as you know the teachers and are happy 

here. Alternatively, you may want a change of scenery and decide that 

another school or college would be better for you. 

It will also depend on what you want to study. For example, if you want to do 

A levels you’ll need to find a school or college that offers all the ones that 

interest you. Please note, not all colleges offer A levels (for example, Solihull 

College) and some colleges may offer A levels at a particular campus (for 

example, BMET only offers A levels at their campus in Sutton Coldfield).  

If you wish to do a practical vocational course, such as motor vehicle studies, 

you will find that these courses are usually offered by colleges that specialise 
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in vocational courses, such as Solihull College and South & City College (and 

not, for example, at sixth form colleges such as Joseph Chamberlain College, 

Cadbury College and Solihull 6th Form College). 

There are also newer specialist colleges to consider, such as Aston University 

Engineering Academy (they specialise in engineering and science courses) 

and Birmingham Ormiston Academy (who specialise in creative, digital and 

performing arts courses). 

It’s therefore really important that you first decide what course or courses you 

want to do and then find out which schools and colleges offer them.  

Then check the school or college out. Start with their website but make sure 

you go to an open day/evening in Year 11 to ensure you like the 

school/college and to check course entry requirements, what you will study 

on the course, how it is taught, how the course is assessed, the results students 

achieve, what students do after the course and what facilities are available 

(such as a library and access to computers). 

 

1. Is the following statement true or false? You can study A levels at 
Solihull College. 

	
	

2. Is the following statement true or false? You can do motor vehicle 
studies at Joseph Chamberlain College? 

 
 

3. Where can you find our more information about colleges and the 
courses they offer? 

 
 

4. What courses can you study at the 2 specialist colleges (Aston 
University Engineering Academy and Birmingham Ormiston Academy)? 
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Activity 4: Further education: Moseley School and Sixth 

Form 

Click on the following link to go to the Moseley School and Sixth Form 

Prospects: https://www.moseley.bham.sch.uk/wp-

content/uploads/SixthFormBooklet.pdf  

Read the booklet and answer the following questions. 

1. Is the following statement true or false? Progress of A level students was 
expected to be in the top 10% of schools and colleges nationally? 

 
2. What are the entry requirements to study level 3 subjects in the Moseley 

School Sixth Form? 
 
 

3. What GCSE maths grade do you need to study maths A level? 
 
 

4. The school offers some BTEC courses that are equivalent to one A level. 
Give 3 examples of level 3 BTEC courses offered. 

 
 
 

5. The school also offers a one-year level 2 course option in the sixth form. 
This programme is designed for students who do not have three 4 – 9 
grades and a 4 in English & Maths. What would you study on this 
programme? 

 
 
 

Activity 5: Further education: entry requirements 

Read the following information and then answer the questions after it. 

Entry requirements will vary depending on the level of course you are 

applying for: 

Level 3 courses: 

These last for two years and will normally require 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 4-9, 

usually including maths and English. 

Students are able to choose from an academic pathway, a vocational 

pathway or a mixture of both. 
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1. A levels (you usually study 3 subjects, some places may allow 4). 

Assessment is 100% exam. You usually need a minimum of 3 subjects for 

university degrees. For some A level subjects you may need a grade 6 

at GCSE (for example, schools and colleges would expect you to get a 

6 or higher at GCSE maths to take the subject at A level). Grammar 

schools may even want a grade 7 or 8 to study particular A levels. 

2. Mix A levels and BTECs.  

• For example, you could take 2 A levels plus a BTEC level 3 National 

Extended Certificate (which is equivalent to 1 A level). This means you 

are studying the equivalent of 3 A levels. 

3. Take a BTEC National Extended Diploma. You usually just study one 

vocational subject, such as science, engineering, business, health & 

social care and performing arts (and there are many more options 

available). This big BTEC is equivalent to 3 A levels. Assessment is a 

mixture of exams and coursework. 

Level 2 and level 1 courses: 

If you are predicted lower than 5 GCSEs at grades 4-9 (or equivalent), 

including maths and English, you can apply for level 2 or level 1 courses.  

Level 2 courses include GCSE re-takes and vocational courses, such as BTEC. 

These usually last for one year and could lead to level 3 courses. 

If you study a level 1 or level 2 BTEC you will usually study just one subject (plus 

maths and English GCSEs if you didn’t get a grade 4 in them). 

For example, if you got all grade 3s in your GCSEs and wanted to study health 

& social care, you could study the one-year BTEC level 2 health & social care 

course (and you would also re-sit your maths and English GCSEs). If successful, 

this could then lead to the two-year BTEC level 3 extended diploma in health 

& social care (equivalent to 3 A levels). 

If you don’t get a grade 4 or higher in maths and/or English, you will have to 

re-take them alongside your level 2/level 1 course. 

For some courses, you may have to start at level 1 or level 2 as you have to 

learn the basics first e.g. motor vehicle courses. 
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1. How long do level 3 courses last? 

2. Is the following statement true or false? If you don’t get a grade 4 or 
higher in maths and/or English, you will have to re-take them alongside 
your level 2/level 1 course. 

 

3. What are the entry requirements at Solihull 6th Form College to study 3 
A levels and also, a BTEC extended diploma? You can find the answers 
on their website: https://www.solihullsfc.ac.uk/applying/entry-
requirements/  

 

4. What are the entry requirements to study a level 1 hairdressing course 
at South & City College? You can find the answer on their website: 
https://www.sccb.ac.uk/courses/hairdressing/774-level-1/6054-
hairdressing-city-guilds-nvq-certificate-level-1  

5. What are the entry requirements to study a level 2 applied science 
course at Joseph Chamberlain College? You can find the answer on 
their website: https://www.jcc.ac.uk/courses/16-18/science-level-2/  
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Activity 6: Further education: what level am I? 
Read the information below and then tick which box level you feel applies to 

you. Knowing your level will then help you to search and apply for the right 

course. 

Activity 5 explained the entry requirements needed for courses. The GCSE 

grades you achieve will affect what level of course you can do. 

Knowing what level you are will help you to find the right course for you.  

To do this you can use college websites to research and check out courses 

(see activity 7). 

	

Tick which box you feel applies to you:  

	

Level 3 

I think I will be able to achieve 5 GCSE’s at grade 4 or  

above, Including Maths and English 

	

Level 2 

I think that I will be able to achieve a minimum of 

2 GCSEs at grade 3 or above and 2 at Grade2 or 

above, including English and Maths 

	

Level 1 / Entry Level 
	 	

I think that my grades will mainly be grades 1 and 2	
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Activity 7: Further education: college websites
Check out at least 2 of the following college websites.  

In the box below say which colleges you researched, including which 

courses/subjects and their entry requirements. 

• Aston University Engineering Academy : https://auea.co.uk/   

• Birmingham Metropolitan College (includes Matthew Boulton): 

www.bmet.ac.uk 

• Birmingham Ormiston Academy: http://www.boa-academy.co.uk/ 

• Cadbury College: www.cadcol.ac.uk 

• Joseph Chamberlain College: www.jcc.ac.uk  

• Solihull Sixth Form College: www.solihullsfc.ac.uk  

• Solihull College: www.solihull.ac.uk  

• South & City College, including Bournville College: 

https://www.sccb.ac.uk/ 

• University College Birmingham: http://www.ucb.ac.uk 

Activity 8: Further education: how far do you want to 

travel? 
How far are you willing to travel and how would you get there? Use Google 

maps https://www.google.com/maps to check how far a college is from your 

home and how you would get there by public transport (and how long the 

journey would be).  

Some college have more than one building (campus). So make sure you 

check the right campus for your course. For example, to study engineering or 

motor vehicle studies at Solihull College you would need to go to their 

Woodlands Campus. 

Another example is that South & City College has 8 campuses, as follows: 
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Journey example: The map example below shows the journey from 

Moseley School to the Solihull College Woodlands Campus (it would need 

you to take 2 or 3 buses and take around 1 hour and 15 minutes).			
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Section 2: Apprenticeships 
Activity 9: Apprenticeship introduction and benefits 
Read the following information and then watch the apprenticeship video.  

Then answer the questions that follow. 

Did you know?  

Students that start an apprenticeship earn a salary, get paid holidays, receive 

training, gain qualifications and earn job-specific skills. 

Lots of different types of apprenticeships are available and the top 5 with the 

most opportunities in Birmingham last year were: 

1. Business and law. 

2. Engineering and manufacturing. 

3. Health and care. 

4. Information and Communication Technology. 

5. Retail. 

The following are the levels of apprenticeship you can apply for depending 

on your current skills and qualifications:    

• Level 2: Intermediate level apprenticeships. These are generally 

considered to be the same as five GCSE passes.  

• Level 3: Advanced level apprenticeships. These are generally 

considered to be the same as two A level passes. 

• Level 4-7: Higher and degree apprenticeships. These can lead to NVQ 

Level 4 and above, a foundation degree, a full bachelor’s degree or a 

master’s degree. 

If you are just finishing Year 11 you can apply for level 2 and level 3 

opportunities. 
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Apprenticeship video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3u1uegeTJyc&feature=youtu.be 

The video focuses on manufacturing/engineering but it also gives an insight 

into reasons for choosing to do an apprenticeship. 

1. Give 2 benefits of doing an apprenticeship. 

2. What level of apprenticeships can Year 11 students apply for? 

 

3. The young people in the video are first year apprentices and they 
gave lots of reasons why they chose to do an apprenticeship. List 3 of 
these reasons below. 

 

Activity 10: Applying for apprenticeships 
 

Read the following information and then answer the questions that follow. 

An apprenticeship is like a job and students need to demonstrate a strong 

interest in their chosen apprenticeship area and be ready to start a job!  

Apprenticeship entry requirements vary. You have to check apprenticeship 

vacancies to see if there are any specific subjects and/or grades you need 

to have. For example, some may want 4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9-4, others may 

ask for a Level 2 qualification in English and maths (such as GCSEs at grades 

9-4). Others may ask you to take a numeracy and literacy test before you are 

accepted onto the apprenticeship.  

Higher and degree level apprenticeships may require level 3 qualifications, 

such as A levels and BTEC equivalents. 

Although apprenticeships are advertised through-out the year, ones for Year 

11 students will mostly be advertised later in the school year (April/May 

onwards). However, some large employers, such as Jaguar, usually have an 

earlier deadline (such as December/January). 

You can search and apply for apprenticeships using the national 

apprenticeship website. You can also check out employer websites if you 

have a particular employer in mind. 
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1. When will most apprenticeships for Year 11 students be advertised? 

 

2. You can search and apply using the national government 
apprenticeship website. Click on the website link: 
https://www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships Then 
choose a category, enter your postcode and click browse to see what 
apprenticeships are currently available. Give details below of the 
categories you checked out. 

 

3. List 3 actual apprenticeships you found; including what the weekly 
wage was and what qualification they required. 

 
	

You may also want to check out the following useful apprenticeship websites: 

• Amazing Apprenticeships: https://amazingapprenticeships.com  

• Get my first job: https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/  

• Careermap: http://careermap.co.uk/  

• Rate my apprenticeship: 

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/apprenticeships  
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Section 3: Career planning and 
career ideas 
Activity 11: Career planning 
	
Read the following information and explore career ideas using the resources 
mentioned below. Then complete your careers action plan on page 15. 
 
The Prospects website says that a career plan is made up of four stages. Its 
purpose is to help you visualise the actions you need to take to achieve your 
career goals, and put these actions into practice.  
 
The four stages of a career plan are: 
 

1. Identify your skills and interests. 
2. Explore career ideas. 
3. Make a decision. 
4. Set achievable goals. 

 
More information about action panning can be found on the Prospects web-
site: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/getting-a-job/choose-a-
career 
	
Stage 1: Identify your skills and interests. 
 
You first need to know yourself. It's important to understand your range of skills 
so you can see if they're a good fit for the job you'd like to do.  
 
Being aware of the skills you have also helps to highlight any gaps that may 
need to be filled in order to achieve your goals.  
 
Ask yourself the following questions: 
 

• What am I good at? 
• What are my interests, motivations and values? 
• What kind of lifestyle do I want? 
• What do I want from my career? 
• What is important to me? 

 
You could start by trying the Buzz quiz: https://icould.com/buzz-quiz/  In less 
than five minutes discover your strengths and what makes you tick and which 
celebrities share your personality type. There are 16 possible results, each 
connected to an animal. Which animal are you? 
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Stage 2: Explore career ideas. 
	
This is all about researching careers that interest you. You could start by using 
the careers software programs that the school buys to create a list of careers 
that interest you. These are called Kudos and eCLIPS (see page 14 for details 
of how to log on to these programs). 2 other useful are also listed after Kudos 
and eCLIPS (these are BBC Bitesize and UCAS). 

Kudos:  How to log on: https://kudos.cascaid.co.uk/#/   

• If you have not previously used Kudos you need to go to the section 
Not signed up yet? and enter the licence code b139uu (all lower case, 
no spaces). You will then be able to create your own account. 

 

You will then be presented with “Start your journey”, giving you 4 

starting points:  

 

1. “MY FUTURE”: Answer a series of questions and Kudos will come up with 
a list of careers for you to consider. 

2. “EXPLORE SUBJECTS”: Use to check out careers linked to subjects that 
you like. 

3. “EXPLORE INDUSTRIES”: Use to explore job industries, such as business, 
engineering and healthcare. 

4. “EXPLORE CAREERS”: Use to search for a career of your choice. 
 
eCLIPS (leaflets): How to log on: http://www.eclips-
online.co.uk/    

• Click login (top right) and the password is mos96 (lower-case). 
• To check out careers click “Careers” at the top of the website and 

then “Job Groups”. You can then use the 23 job families to explore ca-
reers. 

Other online resources you can use: 
BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/careers You can search by job 
sectors or see where your favourite subject can take you.   

UCAS: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-
jobs You can explore careers by job family (job sectors), by subjects and by 
skills (for example, pick a skill you have to explore jobs that need that skill). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18	
	
 
Stage 3: Make a decision. 
 
Now you're ready to start making decisions. From your shortlist, decide which 
jobs interest you the most and select one or two alternatives as a Plan B. To 
help make a decision, ask yourself the following questions: 
 

• Will I enjoy doing the job every day? 
• Do I have the right skills? 

 
Stage 4: Set achievable goals. 
 
The last step of the career planning process requires you to take action. Your 
career plan should outline how you'll get to where you want to be, what ac-
tions are needed and when. 
	
Now	go	to	page	15	and	complete	your	own	careers	action	plan.	
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My Careers Action Plan: 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Where am I now?  

What grades do I need to get?  

What are my predicted grades? 

How will I get there?  

What actions do I need to take and 

when? 

My ideal job 

Do I need to go to university? 

Where am I heading after Year 11?  

Do I have a back-up plan? 

What will I do if I don’t get 

the grades needed? What 

A-levels, apprenticeship, 

college course or other 

route should you take? 

 

 

What other 

careers have I 

considered? 

What other 

options have I 

considered? 
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Section 4: Careers advice for 
students 
Careers information, advice and guidance is available from the school’s 

impartial career’s adviser, Mr Silgram. Email: sil@moseley.bham.sch.uk  

 

The following support is available when you are in Year 11: 

• 1:1 careers interviews with Mr Silgram.  
• Computer software programs, Kudos and eCLIPS (see section 3). 

You will also find useful careers information and advice in the careers section 
of the  
Moseley School website: https://www.moseley.bham.sch.uk/careers-advice-
and-guidance/  
 

The school website includes further information about all the topics in this 

booklet. There are 13 sections; such as:  

• Options after Year 11. 

• Apprenticeships and traineeships. 

• Further education. 

• Useful websites and information. 

 

Additionally, support is available from the National Careers Service: 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/contact-us/home  
 
Their careers advisers can talk to you about your choices online or over the 
phone on 0800 100 900. Advisers are available from 8 am to 10 pm. 


